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] So when these people run into problems 


. Wright's position as speaker, he said, . 
might-even work against GD. 

“Because of his leadership position, he 
has to be very careful in acting on our 
behalf because he. can’t be seen as bein 
fiercely partisan like some ordinary con 
gressman can. He has more responsibilit 
ties and duties than just to the constitu- 
ents in his district," Stirk said. 

Nonetheless, Wright isa definite plus. 

"Whenever the chairmen of the com- 
mittees of the House are going to do 
something that affects the welfare of 
General Dynamics and the plant in Fort | 
Worth, whether Jim Wright says any- 
thing to them or not, they are certainly 
aware of where he's from and what his 
interests are, He doesn't have to say 
anything to them," Stirk said. 

John Nisbet, an aerospace industry 
analyst with Prudential Bache Securities 

- in New York, is less diplomatic. 

"Political influence is the determi- 
nant" in deciding how and where defense 
dollars are spent, he said, (Wright) un- 


doubtedly docs a lot of lobbying for proj- 1 


ects in his district — over the phone, 
e votes — but we see very little of 
t pv 

Marshall Lynam, a longtime aide to 
Wright, says the speaker is happy to help 
defense contractors in any way he can. 

"He secs it, No. 1, as helping the coun- 
try," he said. “Jim Wright accepts it as an 
article of faith that the people, the execu- 
tives, the researchers, the scientists who 
form the acrospace teams in the Fort 
Worth- Dallas area are the best there are. 


with the federal bureaucracy in getting a 


fair hearing or fairshake, Jim Wright has, 
and will continue to, see to it that they get 


y arah 
amar ptm 


to the right door and get their story 
| heard." — mme 
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Wright's first breakthrough with the Fort 


Worth power structure came during and imme- 
diately after his first congressional race in the 
middle 1950s. 

At the time he was known primarily as a 
former state legislator and mayor from Weath- 
erford. The 12th District comprised five coun- 
ties: Tarrant, Parker, Hood, Johnson and Som- 

rvell. Today it includes most of only one 
tounty, Tarrant. 

In 1954, all roads to power led to downtown 

ort Worth and a group of bankers, wildcatters, 
cattlemen and investors known as the “Seventh 
Street Gang." 

Wright faced incumbent Wingate Lucas in 
the Democratic primary. (“In those days, the 
primary was it; there simply were no Republi- 
cans running," Shosid said.) 

Lucas was the candidate of Star-Telegram 
Publisher Amon G. Carter Sr., who led the 
Seventh Street Gang, 

When Carter's newspaper ignored Wright's 
ampaign, Wright attacked. - . 
$. For $974.40, Wright bought a full-page ad in 
e newspaper. The money, according to 
arter's biographer, Star-Telegram writer Jer- 
ry Flemmons, was all Wright had. 

— Jn retrospect, it might have been his best 
expenditure ever, 

The ad was headlined *An Open Letter to 
Mr. Amon G. Carter." It began: “You have at 









last met a man, Mr. Carter, who is not afraid of 


you, ... who will not bow his knee to you and 


come running like a simpering pup at your beck ~ 


and call.” 

In the ad, Wright told Carter that he would 
not, if elected, be “your private, errand boy 
congressman” and allowed as how “The Peo- 


ple” were weary of Carter’s ““One-Man Rule.” : 


After Wright thumped Lucas, winning 59 
percent of the vote and all five counties, Carter 
responded with an “Open Letter to Congress- 
man-Elect Wright." 

“We have no ax to grind or sharpen,” Carter 
wrote. “So we hope you will cool off and hop at 
it in full force and good humor." 

Some days later, Shosid recalled: *Amon 

led Jim up and tried to get Jim to take back 

e money he'd paid for the ad. . . . I think both 

en realized they had no real choice but to try 
aad get along." 

Fuqua recalled: “Amon did everything he 
could to keep Wright from getting elected be- 
cause Wright was a union man. 

“Once Wright got in office, he got to doin’ 
things, hanging around with the wrong people, 
building his nest. ... He's been nothing but 
trouble ever since.” 

“Eventually,” Shosid said, “Jim got to where 
he knew he could do what he needed to do. 
Thanks to Mr. (Sam) Rayburn and Mr. (Lyndon 
B.) Johnson, he was able to do what he’s getting 


” fussed at for now — that’s deliver the goods for 
Fort Worth.” | 

Fuqua doesn't like to hear people equate 
Wright’s career with that of Rayburn, also a 
House speaker from Texas. 

“Hell, no," Fuqua growled. “Sam Rayb 
was a high-class man, a wonderful gentleman, 
noble man. Jim Wright is none of those." 

Shosid said Wright today “claims I used t 
get him the Seventh Street vote. . . . Jim tells a 
story about the old gents at the Fort Worth Club 
sitting around saying, ‘We gotta get somebody 
to run against Jim Wright, then one of them 


saying, “Yeah, who's running-his campaign?’ ` 


“Then another old guy supposedly said, ‘Joe 
Shosid,’ and everybody said, ‘What the heck, 
maybe we can't beat Jim Wright.’ 

"I don’t know if the.story is true, but I 
appreciate Jim for telling it.” - 





Making Friends 
in the Classroom. i 

Both teachers and college presidents }: 

say Wright, who has no degree, consist- 
_ ently has adopted their causes. 

Texas Wesleyan College President Jer- 
ry Bawcom said Wright “went to bat for 
us" in trying to get the college a tax break 
on $490,000 in oil earnings from the Ella 
C. McFadden trust. The college hasbeen 
a beneficiary of the trust fortwo decades. 
Wright tacked the measure onto a spend- 

| ing bill. 
"The bill passed, but. the McFadden | 
trust tax-break measure was stricken, 
“Mr. Wright tried,” Bawcom said. 
“He’s been ‘very fair in helping public 
education as-well-as parochial or private 
institutions such as ours, He's done a lot 
to help us,.as well as TCU and SMU.” 




















For a time, Western Company President Ed- 
die Chiles, a staunch Republican, was also a 
staunch Wright supporter. y 

Wright had. offices in the first home of ithe 
Western Company of North America son 
Ridgmar Boulevard and, later, in the present 
Western headquarters. — - 

The friendship ended in the late 19705. 

"Eddie went on his radio ‘I’m mad’ cam- 
paign, and part of what he was mad about 
Jim Wright,” said Sam Keith Jr., president if 
the U.S. Air Force Association and a Wright 
supporter. D 

“I think Eddie was upset that Jim didn't vote 
his way on everything. He thought, ‘By God, 
that son of a bitch has got a lot of nerve’ to vote 
against whatever it was Eddie wanted. — 

“Jim didn’t take too kindly to Eddie saying 
all that stuff on the radio about him.” 

Chiles could not be reached. 

„Kelly, who today heads the Jim*Wright Con- 


